lIMM’s investigations into
crimes against and affecting children

In Myanmar, children from all ethnic groups and regions are
severely impacted by serious international crimes. Even when
they are not directly targeted, children can be deeply affected.

Girls and boys may be forced to join security forces or armed groups. They may
face sexual violence. They may be arrested, sometimes instead of their parents,
and experience torture or abuse in prison. They are also likely to be hurt or killed in
attacks that target homes, schools and hospitals.

Investigating crimes against and affecting children —
anyone under the age of 18 —is one of our priorities.




Understanding crimes against and affecting children

If | am forced to fight for the military
or an armed group, is that a serious
international crime?

That is a war crime if you are
under the age of 15. If you are
forced to fight for the military
or an armed group — or even
made to cook, carry supplies or
do other non-combat work —
this violates international law.

My village is in a conflict
area. What crimes could
affect children here?

When villages are attacked from the air or
the ground, children may be killed, injured,
forced to flee their homes and cut off from
schools, hospitals and essential services.
These may be war crimes or crimes against

humanity.

When the military or an armed group
deliberately block aid, children may be left
without food, clean water, medicine and
other things they need to survive and grow.
This could also be a war crime.

Forcing a child to watch their family
being tortured could be a war crime
or crime against humanity.

Sometimes, when security forces
cannot find the person they are
looking for, they arrest and detain
that person’s children instead. This
could be a crime against humanity.




Speaking to IIMM

People who experienced these types of crimes or who withessed
crimes against children may decide to speak to us. Such testimony
can be valuable evidence 1o help bring perpetrators to justice.

Speaking to us is completely voluntary and the person decides what
information they want to share. When speaking to someone under 18,
we also require agreement from their parent or guardian.

The best interest of the person always comes
first. Before we interview children or adults,
we will carefully assess their needs and any

risks. We take their safety and well-being
seriously and aim to cause no further harm.

Talking about painful experiences can be difficult.
We aim to make support available to help the person
before, during and after speaking to us.




Our investigators are
experienced in working
sensitively on crimes
against and affecting
children, and will listen
with respect, care and
compassion.

By sharing their testimony, we hope that survivors and
withesses of these crimes can feel supported and
empowered to pursue justice for Myanmar.

Contact IMM conﬁdenﬁglly . Sighal: +4176 6911208 or u Proton Mail: contact@myanmar-mechanism.org
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