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What is the International Court of Justice?

It is the highest court of the United Nations that settles legal disputes between States. The Court’s
decisions are legally binding on the States involved. It deals only with the legal responsibility of
States, not with individual criminal responsibility. It cannot arrest, prosecute or punish individuals.

What is The Gambia v. Myanmar case about?

In 2019, The Gambia brought a case against Myanmar before the Court. The case concerns whether
Myanmar failed to fulfil its obligations under the Genocide Convention, which it ratified in 1956.
These obligations include preventing and punishing acts of genocide against the Rohingya in
Rakhine State.

The public hearings on the merits of the case will take place from 12 to 29 January 2026 in The
Hague, the Netherlands.

What are public hearings?

Public hearings are court sessions where the judges hear from both States involved in the case.
They allow the judges to better understand the legal arguments and each side’s position before
making a decision.

What happens during the hearings?

The Gambia and Myanmar will take turns presenting their legal arguments and referring to evidence
they submitted earlier in writing. The judges may ask questions. These public sessions will be
broadcast live on UN Web TV.

The hearings will also include an examination of witnesses and an expert. Some of these sessions
will be closed to the public and will not be broadcast.

What happens after the hearings?

The judges will begin their deliberations. At a later stage, the Court will issue a final judgement on
the merits of the case. If the Court finds that Myanmar failed to fulfil its obligations under the
Genocide Convention, it may order Myanmar as a State to take certain actions. These could include
measures to prevent future violations or to make reparations in the interest of victims.

How does the Mechanism support this process?

The Mechanism provides information and analysis to both parties in the case. It only shares
information when it has obtained the informed consent of those who provided it and when it has
assessed that sharing will not put anyone at risk.

Why does this case matter?

This case is important for the people of Myanmar and around the world. The Genocide Convention
reflects a shared commitment by States that genocide must never be tolerated. The public
hearings are an important step in examining the legal responsibilities of States under this treaty.
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