
OVERVIEW OF UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION CASES

Some crimes – such as war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide – are considered so serious that national authorities may
investigate and prosecute them even when they were committed in
another country. This principle is known as universal jurisdiction.
Depending on national law, most jurisdictions require a connection to
the country, such as the presence or nationality of a victim or
perpetrator, while some permit investigations and prosecutions for
crimes without such a connection.

The Mechanism supports universal jurisdiction investigations or proceedings concerning serious
international crimes committed in Myanmar by sharing evidence and analysis with relevant authorities.
Below is an overview of universal jurisdiction complaints and investigations. At present, the
Mechanism is sharing with the authorities in Argentina and the United Kingdom.

Complaint filed: November 2019
Submitted by: Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK, on behalf of
Rohingya victims
Authority: Federal Prosecutor of Argentina
Alleged crimes: Genocide and crimes against humanity committed
by the Myanmar military and civilian authorities against the Rohingya
between 2012 and 2018
Current status: The investigation remains ongoing. In February 2025,
the Federal Criminal Court ordered the arrest of 25 suspects. The
Mechanism continues to share evidence and analysis with the
Federal Prosecutor’s Office

Complaint filed: October 2025
Submitted by: Legal Action Worldwide, on behalf of several victims
Authority: Australian Federal Police
Alleged crimes: Crimes against humanity and war crimes committed
by the Myanmar military since the military takeover in February 2021
Current status: Complaint rejected by the Australian Federal Police
in June 2026

Complaint filed: January 2023
Submitted by: Sixteen applicants from Myanmar, supported by
Fortify Rights
Authority: Federal Public Prosecutor General of Germany
Alleged crimes: Genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed by the Myanmar military against the Rohingya in 2016
and 2017, and crimes against humanity committed by the Myanmar
military since the military takeover in February 2021
Current status: Complaint rejected by the Federal Prosecutor in
September 2023

Complaint filed: April 2026
Submitted by: Yasmin Ullah, Marzuki Darusman and a group of
Indonesian human rights leaders
Authority: Attorney General’s Office of Indonesia
Alleged crimes: Genocide committed by the Myanmar military
against the Rohingya
Current status: No public response issued by the Attorney General’s
Office

Complaint filed: October 2023
Submitted by: Chin Human Rights Organization, the Myanmar
Accountability Project, and five victims and their families
Authority: National Prosecution Service of the Philippines
Alleged crimes: War crimes committed by the Myanmar military in
Chin State in 2021
Current status: No public response issued by the National
Prosecution Service

Complaint filed: January 2026
Submitted by: Chin Human Rights Organization and the Myanmar
Accountability Project
Authority: Competent authorities in Timor-Leste
Alleged crimes: War crimes and crimes against humanity committed
by the Myanmar military in Chin State
Current status: No public response issued by Timor-Leste
investigative, prosecutorial or judicial authorities

Complaint filed: March 2022
Submitted by: Myanmar Accountability Project
Authority: Prosecutor’s Office, Istanbul
Alleged crimes: Crimes committed by the Myanmar military in
detention facilities since the military takeover in February 2021 
Current status: No public response issued by the Prosecutor’s Office

Authority: Counter Terrorism Command, Metropolitan Police
Alleged crimes: Crimes under investigation by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) in the Bangladesh/Myanmar situation
ICC investigation opened: 14 November 2019
Current status: Structural investigations ongoing. The Mechanism
has been sharing evidence and analysis with UK authorities
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